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Group Newsletter

This is to update you on the arrangements for our August trip, and as a reminder of the events planned for the future.

Saturday 12th August – A bus trip has been organised to the Quendale Mill with lunch booked at the Spiggie Hotel for 1pm. 

We will meet up with the disabled bus at the Hayfield car park, Hayfield Lane at 11.00 for the run to the South Mainland. We should arrive at the Quendale Mill around 11.45, and the custodian has assured me that there is good access for those in wheelchairs. The Quendale Mill has a small gift shop and disabled toilet facilities. The bus will then take us to the Spiggie Hotel for lunch and we can visit the Mainland’s shop, on the way home, returning to town before teatime. The cost of the trip will be £5 per person.

Please could you contact Kathleen on 01595 743188 during office hours if you would like to go on the Quendale/Spiggie trip as I will be away on holiday and will be unable to take bookings at that time

Saturday 9th September – Bus trip to Eshaness, we will meet up with the disabled bus at the Hayfield car park, Hayfield Lane at 11.00 for the run up to Eshaness, where we will visit the Tangwick Haa Museum before driving to the Braewick café where lunch is booked for 1pm. On the way back we can visit the Hillswick shop, Seal Sanctuary and the Booth café housed in one of Shetland’s oldest buildings.

Dates for the winter programme

Thursday 12th October – Jonathan Swale of Scottish Natural Heritage hopes to provide a slide show in Market House at 7pm, and refreshments will be provided afterwards.

Thursday 9th November – Guy Fawkes theme night in Market House at 7pm. Ideas for that welcome.

Thursday 7th December – Christmas Party in Market House with live music from The Swinging Fiddles and a buffet by Cope Catering.

Friends and family are welcome to attend any of the group events.

Fundraising

The Sponsored Cycle Run by Captain Tom Richardson from the Salvation Army earlier this year has raised a total of £360 for the Shetland Stroke Support Group, so many thanks to everyone who sponsored him for that event.

Sponsored Half Marathon – Sharon Lawrence from Bigton has volunteered to run in the Newcastle Great North Run – Half Marathon to raise money for the Stroke Group, so if anyone would like to sponsor her, or help with raising money please let me know. Sponsorship forms are now available.

Coffee Morning – At one of our previous committee meetings the idea of another coffee morning was mentioned, and we will possibly have to think of having one in the autumn as we haven’t done much fundraising ourselves this year. 

We haven’t booked anything so far, but we will be glad of anyone who would like to volunteer to help out at that event. We will need folks to set up the venue, serve teas and coffees and provide home bakes to sell. Any ideas are welcome for fundraisers on the day, like additional stalls or sales tables.

New food hygiene regulations mean that we are not allowed to serve home bakes to people. We are allowed to provide only biscuits with the tea/coffee, but can sell home bakes, which people can eat with their tea/coffee if they choose, or take home.

The Town Hall is a good venue for this as the janitors are very helpful with setting up and clearing away tables, and the cost is not too high for a charity fundraising event. However we would need quite a lot of effort to pull it off. 

Live music is a good idea as it helps the atmosphere at the event, and makes it more of an occasion.
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