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Minutes of Committee meeting held at Market House, Market Street Lerwick on 9th November 2006 at 7pm

A Chinese Takeaway Meal, preceded the AGM, and Sharon Lawrence from Bigton presented a cheque for £500 to the group. Sharon raised the sponsorship money by taking part in the Great North Run in Newcastle in October of this year. The sponsorship forms were designed with a Gift Aid option, so this will add considerably to the total amount raised. Jim Nicolson took a photo of the presentation for the Shetland Times, and a Press Release was sent to go along with the photo in the paper. Unfortunately due to lack of space in the paper that week the photo was not used, but we hope to put one up on the website.

Present – Jane Astles, Jill Beswick, Alan Catterall, Joy Goodlad, Sharon Lawrence, John & Maureen MacLeod, Michele Manzie, Aeronway Murdoch, Anne Ramsay, Glyn & Maureen Roberts, June & Stanley Ross-Smith, Derek Sherwood, Dorothy Storey, Jasmine Watt & friend, and Helen Wilson.

Apologies –Kathleen Carolan, Ruth Catterall, Brian Moulder, George & Hilda Peterson

Minutes of previous AGM – accepted by Glyn as an accurate account of the proceedings, seconded by Helen, and agreed by those who were present. 

Financial Update – Kathleen was unable to attend the AGM, but forwarded brief copies of the accounts to Dorothy and Michelle for distribution and discussion, and a copy is attached to the minutes. Contributions from members on outings and events came to £400; we also received donations of £1080, which we are able to count as fundraising when applying for future monies from the Big Lottery Fund.

Dorothy explained that the Lottery money has been held by NHS Shetland and has been very difficult to monitor, as they do not provide regular statements, and due to the size of the organisation accounts are not always paid on time, which is difficult for local suppliers. On the other hand the money that is held in the group bank account and administered by the group, is easy to keep track of through bank statements, and receipts.

Kathleen has suggested that when further funding is applied for from the Big Lottery, we should build into the application funding to pay a self-employed accountant to oversee the finances and provide regular updates for the group. We would then have more control over our funds and be able to apply for funding for group projects, training opportunities and trips for the group, now that we have a better idea of what kind of activities group members enjoy.

All present agreed that if more money was provided by the Lottery that Dorothy would continue to be paid for SSSG administration and stroke related work, and that the application will be for two days paid work each week. Michelle explained that Dorothy would prefer to remain as an NHS employee for pension benefits etc, and those present agreed that the money should be paid to NHS Shetland as before. 

Kathleen will be resigning as Treasurer at the end of the financial year when the accounts will be taken over by the paid accounts manager, but she would like to remain on the SSSG Committee. Alan expressed appreciation for all the work that Kathleen has done on behalf of the group, and all present agreed.

Michelle agreed to collect contributions from members at events, and to act as the assistant treasurer for the group. 

Publicity - There was some discussion about publicity, and those present agreed that publicising events with free publicity, like the cheque presentation, and maybe an occasional paid advert would be better value for money than the weekly advert in the Shetland Times. 

Group members with email have been sent events posters before the last few events and Helen said she thought this was a good idea for bringing the events to people’s attention in shops and GP surgeries. Posters are also put up in various areas around the hospital, and emailed to community nurses and care homes.

Stroke Information Book - A press release was sent to The Shetland Times and The Shetland News online newspaper about the book, and they printed a small article about it to coincide with Stroke Awareness Week in October. The new book is being entered for an NHS Quality Award this month.

Update on events diary  –

December 7th   The Committee Room in Market house has been booked for 7pm for the Christmas party with a Christmas Buffet by COPE Catering and live fiddle music from the Swinging Fiddles. Anyone requiring transport please contact Dorothy on 696201

.

Events diary suggestions for 2007  - Some of the volunteers have requested that the meetings for next year be booked for the 3rd Thursday of the month and not the 2nd Thursday, as this would suit them better, the change will be made starting in January.

Museum – Glyn reported back to the meeting that he had been in touch with staff at the new museum about the possibility of the group going there for a visit. A café/restaurant is being incorporated into the new building, and the SSSG are to be invited to try it out once it is finished and before it is open to the public, followed by a tour around the new premises. Glyn will get back to us with more details when they are available.

Slide show by Leslie Irvine – Glyn has also been speaking to Leslie Irvine, who has agreed to come along with his sailing partner, to show slides and talk to the group, about their recent sailing adventure  - date to be confirmed.

January – Thursday 18th - meal at North Atlantic Fisheries College – Booking made for 6pm

February – Thursday 15th – Market House, Possibly Bingo night and Citizens Advice Bureau 

March – Thursday 15th Museum night or Davy Cooper storytelling

April – Thursday 19th meal at Maryfield 

May – Thursday 17th BBQ Aith

Alan’s Resignation as Chairperson – Alan was presented with a card signed by everyone present, along with a Gift Token for £25 from the LHD on his retirement from the group as Chairperson. Dorothy thanked him on behalf of the group for all his efforts, and wished him well for the future.

Election of New Chairperson 

Jane Astles was nominated by Dorothy and seconded by Alan; all present agreed that she should be elected as the new Chairperson. Jane accepted with the proviso that it would be for one year only, after which she will stand down.

Election of Committee members

Due to vacancies on the committee some new committee members were needed, Jill, Joy and Stanley all agreed to stand for election, and were unopposed, so all were elected and those present agreed.

CHSS Christmas Cards – the new Christmas card brochures were passed around and some orders collected, these will be sent off to CHSS this week, and the group commission on the orders will be paid to the group after Christmas.

There will be a committee meeting on 1st February, but notice will be sent nearer the time.

Remember the Christmas Party – 7th December in Market House!
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